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went to her sister and with tears begged for books or teachers
to correct the errors in which she had been bred. On the
Nativity of the Virgin Mary she attended her first Mass, and
the Queen's heart was full of joy, Renard was sceptical; as well
he might be, for by erratic attendance at Mass Elizabeth took
care to let her friends see the perfunctory nature of her conver-
sion. Within a fortnight, the more trustful Mary was doubting
whether her convert was not wandering off the path of truth
again, and begged Elizabeth to tell her frankly whether she fully
believed the Catholic doctrine, or whether her conversion, as
people thought, was mere pretence. Elizabeth assured her that
it was the dictate of conscience, without fear or dissimulation;
she was thinking, she said, of making a public declaration to
this effect. Mary did not know whether to believe her or not.
Renard for his part remained sceptical. He was seeing French
plots and intrigues on every hand. He noticed Elizabeth's
friendly relations with the French ambassador at the corona-
tion, and overheard her complain of the weight of her crown,
to which the ambassador replied, 'Have patience; it will soon
produce a better.5 His master, Charles V, and he kept urging
Mary, on some pretext or other, to send Elizabeth to the Tower.
The tension was not improved when the first Parliament of
the reign met in October. To a point business ran smoothly.
*The religious innovations of the late reign were swept away,
lnot, however, without opposition, nor without the generality
of members making it clear that they had no desire to go farther
and re-establish papal supremacy. In addition, there was an
eloquent act to declare the divorce of Catherine of Aragon
erroneous and void, and to nullify all statutory pronouncements
against Mary's legitimacy while leaving unrepealed the clauses
declaring Elizabeth illegitimate. So far, progress was satisfac-
tory. But Mary desired to go farther, for though Elizabeth was
illegitimate by law, she was by statute next in the succession to
the throne. Mary wanted this statute repealed, and therefore
consulted one of her most influential councillors, Paget. Parlia-
ment, Paget told her, would certainly refuse, and it was vain to
ihink of transferring the succession to another. Better settle it